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the same to the House when they should be pleased
to receive it.
This announcement brought up anew the ques-
tion in what manner the Secretary should make
his report. Gerry was on his feet at once with a
motion that it should be made in writing. Boudi-
not "hoped that the Secretary of the Treasury
might be permitted to make his report in person,,
in order to answer such inquiries as the members
might be disposed to make, for it was a justifiable
surmise that gentlemen would not be able clearly
to comprehend so intricate a subject without oral
illustration." The allusion to the intricacy of the
subject had the effect of turning against the
plan of oral communication some who had favored
giving the Secretary the same direct access to
Congress that the Superintendent of Finance had
formerly enjoyed. Ames, for instance, now de-
sired that the Secretary's communications should
be in writing since "in this shape they would obtain
a degree of permanency favorable to the responsi-
bility of the officer, while, at the same time, they
would be less liable to be misunderstood." Ben-
son suggested that since the resolution of Congress
had directed the Secretary to make a report, it was-
left to his discretion to "make it in the manner for